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CHRIST 1S ARISEN

Chirist is arisen,

Joy to thee, mortal!

Out of His prison,

Forth from its portal!

Chirist is not sleeping,

Scek Him no longer: 1
Strong was His keeping,
Jesus was stronger.

Christ is arisen. f
Scek Him not here:

Lonely His prison, .Y A
Empty His bier; 3
Vain His entombing, |
Spices and lawn, _‘h\ % .
Vain the perfumms,
Jesus is gone.

Christ is arisen.
Joy to thee, mortal!
Empty His prison,
Broken its portal!
Rising, He giveth .
His shroud to the ‘,_
Risen He liveth,
And liveth to Go
—J. W. von Goethe| &
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FEATURE

Nature

By whose behest is sunshine led to warm my upturned face?

My eyes are closed in evening sleep, by what forbearing grace?
The massive ocean’s mighty tide with breakers in its care,

The snow that mantles mountain steep, the gorge—why is it there?

The days, the years in cadence sure course through the mist called time.

Why am | sure a towering will guides with a hand sublime?
Why do | surely also know that all perceive the same?
That everyone in all the earth knows of a heavenly frame?

For in the heart of all mankind a knowledgefirmly lives.

A voice that says “Believe, believe” a mind that knowledge gives,

A soul like ours that waits for us beyond the evening shade;

Who in the meantime shows Himself through all that He has made.

How do | know His tender love upon me is outpoured?

He in His Word presents Himself as living,.loving Lord.

Who in creation shows His power and on the cross His love,
So we can step through nature’s veil with Him to dwell above.

Weep then for those who know Him not, who by their choice are blind,
Whom caring nature’s open door they cannot, will not find.

Rejoice with those who in a rose their great Creator see,

Who finding Him who made the rose are blest eternally.

—Dave Breese
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EDITORIAL

Where We are:
the Seat of Power

R ROMAN CATHOLICS, Vatican
City is the site of the Holy See. For
MOSlemS, the Kaaba (ArabK_Ka’b’ Fresco (detail), The Dispute of the Blessed Sacrament, 1508, Raphael, Vatican, Rome
cube) is a mundane repository of spiri Four putti bear the Scriptes opened at each of the four
tual presenceThe extratemporal must Gospels, including the first verses of St. JstBospel, to

. . . pictorially represent both inspiration tbugh the pesiding
ground at some point to communicate with thipfuence of the Holy Spirit and the potential for lack of
temporal.The Holy See (Latinsedesseat), as the agreement in the theological discussions ensuing below
earthly seat or focus of heavenly will, is as muci.
symbolic as actualThe divine Omnipresence our legs the staves by which the holy of holie
remains a Stranger to the earthbound unless dkems to transit from place to place. But withil
somehow graces their three-dimensional worldthat dark (to outer eyes), innermost room there |s
When the Pope issues formal decrees, he does &mplete stillnessThere is gathered power ready
ex cathedra(Greek,kathedra,seat), from out of for summoning; there is wisdom leaning towarg
his seat in the Church (cathedrdlpe royal status revelation; and there is chaos-dispersing light.
of immutable truth is signified by its #mone  Glory and blessing show forth from the mercy
ment, plenary power reigning, as described iReat, that still point within, be the high priest of the
Revelations, chapters 4-bhe four corners of the soul present or absent.
zodiac are corners on which the heavens sig®r  \Where we each are is where we are meant to he.
it were, restThey designate the four fixed signs,where we each are, potential blessing waits {o
which move not. _ _ _ bless us, truth awaits our discovery and gospelin

All the foregoing |I_Iustrat|ons d_eS|gnate exotericy daily fiats may be a simple greetingv@ke!)
centers of powerfoci of truth, points of manifes or grateful remark (\@l done! Be glad!) whose

tation, seats (@s in departmehairs_in a universi homespun vesture carfiide the light that shines
ty) of knowledge-They all exemplifyin a grand forth from the spoken word, which is a condensg

manney what we in our modest daily lives seek totl}on of spirit, a spiritual reveille
demonstrate: a resolution, a drawing together o T .
g fog The mountain top, the high altathe seat of

our enegies to apply to the task at hand; a fecus . I . -
ing of our mental faculties on one issue at a time2uthority the still, fixed point, the privileged holy
being where our body is, since our body is, in place, all are always near the prayerful mind, the

sense, our throne, our cathedra, our individual s&¥fered heart, the physical body in dynamic, reco
from which we direct our daily firs and conduct lected poise. May thiselowof our daily lives ever
the mundane business of our microcosm in theeflect and be open to the here-hovering, divin
light of the guiding Spirit. above And may our deeds be an ongoing enac
That light shines right where we are, for wherenent of the creative commanidet thee be light.
we are is right, right for nomOur bodies may be And then see how this light shines away the dark
tabernacles in the wilderness of the physical worldjght where we are. Right now O

= U7

(@]

(2
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Triumph of Light

ASTER SUNDAY is the Surs day
Occultly, this is the hour of the Sunies
urrection.The stone of the physical world
has been pushed aside; the cave of thit#
old winter has been vacated; the Light off8
the World rises to new Life and testifies to the .\-S

nence of Spirit. |

As the Ego is buried in the dense bagtythe seed of
Divine Light was planted in deep darkness, all but los§&
to outward visionThis seed is a spiritual quantum of 38
Cosmic Love which annually dies to Itself and gives oja%
its Life that a lower form of life might be revitalized [
and raised by a new and higher impulBeis sacrifice
demonstrates that most lofty spiritual mode of theg
Manichees, the Zoroastrian Initiates who overcom ’
darkness by living in it and overcome hate by loving it . Z oy o
even as taught by Christ Jesus in the Sermon on t'airecht Durer, German, 1471-1528, The Resurrection (from The Great Passion), woodcut,
Mount and exemplified in HlS I|fe 1510, 40 x 28 x 28.2 cm, J.H. Wrenn Collection, 1934.463

So, in the hour of greatest darkness, we may percei The iconography in this illustration fuses the Resurrection

our greatest promise, and we may acknowledge oiProper with the Ascension, Christ being enveloped in a man-
. . B . dorla of etheric cloud and desire world cherubs.
greatest opportunity for regeneration. “Unless a grain c.

wheat fall to the ground and die, it cannot be reb&n.” Easter Sunday is the opportune time to bear witness
Cosmic Ray of the Sun dled_ to the higher worlds, to bghe liberating dfct of our eforts. Sun-oriented, we too
mortified by an earthly identityNow howeverwe see feel an irrepressible rising up out of our familiar selves

paniesay SIUBIY [NDBEOID JO aImNsUl yaL 15667 © YdeiBojoyd

and celebrate the rebirth of Life and with it the rising Ofwe know ourselves to be more se|f-c0nscious|y in and

the Lord of Light into the higher realms. of the Light; we are able to rdiafn our essence as Spirit.

Here is confirmation of our hope. Here is evidence Truly it seems as if Easter commemorates the birth ¢f

of, and symbol far our own self-transcendence. the NewYear since we yet live by our physical eyes
Innately spiritual, we yet, for a time, live consciously inand can see the consequence ofsfalbnception and
the lower in darkness, in mattewith a limited per  winter's quickening of the new Life impulse. In fact,
spective, in most cramped conditions, groaning withhe early Romans so ordered their calendar. ieee
the burden of our temporal responsibilities and materiirst month was inaugurated by the egegic thrust of
al restrictions.This dark servitude, howevehas its Mars; it bore and bears his name—ti\artius, now
occult purpose and its abundant recompense, amdarch. Easter is the outward proof of the work done i
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darkness during the preceding three months. Its properThus, the second cycle of Earth embodiments, fo
and irresistible spirit is one of rejoicinghe victory of  lowing upon the form cycle, pertains to the growth an
Light is now an established facAll life feels and extension of self-consciousness in man through expef
ence in his higher vehicles. During the Jupiter Periodl
or new winter phase, manwvital body now his densest,

I py w

The dense body IS thrown is perfected. In the spring of his higher spiritual -con
off like an outworn gar - sciousness, correlating with théenus Period, mas’
. desire body is perfected. In the summer of his spiritual
ment. Gravity and the grave evolution, theVulcan Period, mas’ mental body is
are rendered powerless. brought to fruition.The Cosmic Night following the
. . c full cycle or Day of cosmic manifestation marks the
The burlal Ilnens remain as consummation of work on his lesser principles and the
mute testimony to the truth: initiation into yet a higher order of development.

So we see, that growth on all levels, in dimensionis
lesser and greateis seasonal, cyclical, and spiralling,
always with a new increment added. Repetition is ever
demonstrates a mighty g of vigor expansion, and Wwith a diference, compounded and enrich&te pat
creativity, tern of growth is constant, consisting of periods of

As the year has seasonal subdivisions, so also, iAvolving and evolving, of sleeping to one mode of
accordance with the laws of analoglye evolution of experience and of waking to anothef dying and
Earth and man have corresponding phases or seasop@ing born agairThus does man relentlessly unfold his
The Saturn Period of Earth'development relates to God-nature.
dark winter initiated by Capricorn, when mineral earth

predominates and life is withdrawn, hibernating ¢ . . .
working interiorly Likewise, this is the formative sea  =aster heralds the invinci -

son for the newly incarnate Spirit, the time for specia b|||ty of man’ s Spil’it and
izing and elaborating physical structures. '

The Sun Period relates to the dawn of Light, to tt the Sun’ S phoenix-like
advent of spring, initiated biries, wherein the Sun is rebirth into the h|g her

exalted and the life impulse is most prominently asserte . .
It corresponds to the onset of vital body growth in ma worlds is the IIVIng SymbOI

Summer commences with the enthronement ¢ of this cosmic truth: the
Light. It is initiated by Cancer and advances into th ; ; .
season that begins to yield up the fruits of Liglkdbor L_Ord_ IS I’I:SGI”I,
Light ramifies into a substantial harvest that feeds ai He is risen indeed.
pleases all the senséhis season corresponds to the
Moon Period of Earth evolution and to the birth and
growth of the individual desire body in man. In some respects, howeydhis present phase, time,

Libra and autumn initiate the conclusion to one fourand moment of Earth’development is most signifi
fold cycle. It is a time of retrospection, of nostalgia, ofcant, for we participate in the joyful advent of Life and
turning inward and becoming pensive, meditating oright after maximum darknesse remember that
the outer experiences of the preceding seasmis. Christ was born to human consciousness in Jesay
season has its evolutionary analogue in the Eartit the nadir of mas’ material development. Man
Period, when man was given the faculty of mind. It correquired a spiritual boost of cosmic proportions to evet
responds to the birth and growth of the mental body iGome the inertia and myopia that eons of selfish ard
individual developmen#As human evolution proceeds, material preoccupations had engendered in fAine
this cycle is repeated on soul and Spirit levels, the sang®iritual impetus given by Christ’sacrifice is con
emphasis prevailing. firmed at EastefThe dense body is thrownfdike an

man is Spirit.
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outworn garment. Gravity and the

grave are rendered powerle3he

. . . . En%
burial linens remain as mute testi

mony to the truth: man is Spirit. He
is differentiated in God. He comes
out andaway from God. He returns
to God. Ultimately he becomes as
God.

In so doing, man struggles not

only against his own lower nature, faa
the desires of the flesh, and thef
promptings of the personal self; he
also contends with the very powers

and forces which operate in the
planet as a whole to limit cen
sciousness to the domain of the-out
ward physical. These powers

would have man believe in the sole

and exclusive reality of the physi

cal Earth, and they employ every
means and measure to detain anc

thwart regeneration of conscious

ness and transcendence of the %

material perspective.We are
describing a Cosmic struggl&he

Spirit so engaged is subject to trials

A

B

and ordeals that are every bit as
heroic as any depicted in classical

myth and legendWe come some

what more clearly to understand the soar above the dead weight of the incarnate fdime. apparent death of
spiritual task assigned man and winter is really the genesis of a new advancing life to which the vast floy

how he is to attain his goal of con
tributing to the floating of the plan
et Earth. In overcoming his mortal,
personal self, man, like Christ,
overcomes the world, and in the
process lightens the Earstraterd
ality. Hereby we may appreciate
the universal applicability of the
Scripture: “And 1, if | be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men
unto me”—(John 12:32).

Easter celebrates this victoryn
the sepulcher of Earth, Christ’
physical vessel disperses utterly
The higher principles consciously

Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld

The Resurrection

ering of spring so exuberantly testifies. In fact, there is no death; therg is
no loss of being; there is but change of form, a transforming of consciopis
ness. Death is but a de@r passing over from the physical-visible into the
spiritual-invisible or vice versa. In either case, death is the term used|by
one whose perception is limited to the particular plane on which the eter
nal Spirit is primarily manifesting, be it high or low

Easter celebrates the triumph of Light. Let us recognize dirdthaf
throughout this year our individual and collective light and resolve {o
direct that light out upon our total field of earthly endeasgorthat next
years Easter may find us farther along the path of spiritual attainment,
more consciously living and walking in the Light.

Easter heralds the invincibility of manSpirit, and the Sus’phoenix-
like rebirth into the higher worlds is the living symbol of this cosmic truth:
the Lord is risen; He is risen indeed. O

—C.W.

RAYS 96



MYSTIC

LIGHT

Seeing Beyond Illusion

ANY OF US are on the spiritual
path, seeking the Light, search
ing for Truth. Christ said: “The
truth shall make you free.” Max
Heindel said truth is not found
once and forevefruth is eternal and the quest for
truth must also be eterndlhere is no faith once
and for all time deliveredl'here are certain basic
truths which abide but which may be considere
from many sides, each giving a fdifent view
which complements the previous perceptions
Therefore, so far as we can see at present, there
no likelihood that we will know the whole and wlti
mate truth and be able to rest from our ques
Truth, like God, is universal and infinite. It knows
no boundaries. But when th@rgin Spirits of the

human life wave became enveloped in “veils” of.u
individual vehicles, dissociated from the Cosmic

All, they became incapable of directly understand
ing and experiencing absolute truth. But even wit|
this separation, man has not altogethegdtien
his true home.

Man has always been in quest of knowledge i
the physical world and ever seeking to determin
who he really isThe path to first-hand knowledge
is not easy Nothing worth having ever comes

without persistent &rt. All that anyone is or has soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul eve

is the result of ébrt. What one lacks in compari
son with another is latent in himself and capable ¢
development by proper methods.

To know truth, we must desire it with intensity

Tlemdies _.-B_/lﬂ;

%

|3

2

From Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians 1785, Altona

On the left of the above illustration in the original: “The full

bitter thing is sweet”™—Riverbs 27:7. @ the right: “A
scorner seeketh wisdom and findeth it not; but knowledge
easy unto him that understandeth”—elRerbs 14:6. The
three steps to wisdom (below) begin with “fear of thedl’or

Heindel relates the story of the young man wh@ecome wise?The sage did not answ@he youth

came to the sage and asked:,"®inat must I do to kept repeating the question, with the same resu

S

ft.
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At last he left the sage but returned the next dagye.At the present time we might not be able to sege
with the same questiorAgain no answer was the experience in its true light because we are-ham
forthcoming so the youth returned on the third dapered by the veil of flesihe lives we have led are
to ask his question yet again. Finally the sage todkidden from us until we know how to unlock the
him to a river and held him under the waterdoor; until we lift the veil of illusion.
despite his struggle to free himse#t last, the Lifting the veils of illusion means being able to
sage released him and when the youth hagmember who we are and what our higher puf
regained his breath, the sage asked him: “Soppse is. It is going beyond the illusion created by
when you were under the wateihat did you most living in the dense opacity of matter and remem
desire?” “Air, air, sir, | wanted ai “Would you bering the truth of the higher realms. It is knowing
not rather have had riches, pleasure, power or lowkat our higher consciousness is our primeaysal
my son? Did you not think of any of these?” “Noreality. It is learning to see the world through the
sir, only air | thought only of aif Then said the eyes of our higher self, being able to discriminat
sage, “D become wise you must desire wisdonbetween what is true and what is illusory
with as great intensity as you just now desired air Being able to identify and comprehend reality
You must struggle for it to the exclusion of everyand truth is a function of our spiritual vibration.
other aim in life. If you seek wisdom with thatfer The more attuned we are to highsabtler influ
vor, my son, you will surely become wise.” ences, the better able we are to correctly see olr
We must allow no obstacle to thwart our searckelves and to regard others with compassidn.
for truth. But the supreme motive for seeking thighe unregenerate level, revenge is one way te hgn
knowledge must be an ardent desire to benefitle the feeling of being wronged. Revenge woulg
humanity entirely disregarding self in order to be that persor’“truth.” At a higher level, an indi
work for others. In th&VesternWisdomTeachings vidual understands the operation of the law qf
we are taught about rebirth—that we come back tocause and &fct and knows the value and virtue of
life on the earth plane many times in order to learsending love to one who has wronged him or he
the lessons needed to evolve in conscicousne$ss we harmoniously vibrate to ever wider spheres
When considering the fact of rebirth, many-stuof existence, our grasp of truth will proportionally|
dents wonder why the memory of former lives igncrease and the veils of illusion will disappear
blotted out and they are filled with an almost ever Illusion promises to give us one thing but actu
powering desire to know the past. ally gives us something elsé/e have experienced
Max Heindel tells us that there is a most benefithis when we have received something we wanted
cial purpose for this fgetfulness. No experience but it failed to deliver what we thought it would.
in life is of value unless its imprint on the soul isFor example: a woman may think all her problemg
retained for pugatorial and heavenly post-mortemwith her husband will be solved by having a baby
instruction and assimilationThis impression is After having one, she realizes that the bably
used in subsequent lives, at the appropriate time, bwought her much joy but didrsolve the problems
direct, warn, or ge a certain course of action,with her husband. Some people think that materigl
prompting with a quickness greater than that ofvealth will solve their problem3.hey often learn
brain-mediated thought his inner voice is what that as they accumulate money their problen]s
we call intuition. increase unless they work directly on solving
When situations arise which are similar to thehem. They realize that money cannot give them
one caused by the original impression, the witina inner peace, solve their relationshipfidiflties, or
is intuited by the soul. It awakens the memorygive them a sense of securifphey must work
extract of pain or pleasure from the record of thelirectly on those issues rather than succumb to the
past life, more rapidly and accurately than if thdalse promises &éred by substitution therapy
experience itself were called up before the nind’ How might our life change if all our illusions

D

=
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were gone and we knew higher trutwe would g
choose those things that fulfilled us and best repr= -
sented who we ar§Ve would be able to accurate
ly assess situations and know what actions to ta i
to produce the result we wakiYe could recognize
the level of peopls’ understanding and develop e
ment. We would be able to distinguish betweergi -4
appearances and the underlying reality in peopi

i % i
and situations.We would not presumptively oy ‘ ’ b
believe what we were told, and we would kno : - B
what was true for uswe would stand by our ek . ]
beliefs, even if others around us believededif [ o tﬂ'..r\l 4
ently. We would have a clear vision of our purpos g &_ N, &,
would see beyond peoptepersonalities to their B 3

and know what actions to take to accomplistivie. EREEESEE A EE .,_ : \-\
s i

higher selvesWe would not let self-doubt or Mr :

thoughts of worthlessness deflect us from our pat™ k

Believing in ourself and our path, we would have "

qkltw_”
greater strength and courage to carry out our wo ﬁn R ¢
When we were young, some of us may not ha i
wanted to see our life and person as it was a » T A5 !
.—|- B .I--4 e Bt t—- b

therefore slowly contracted our vision. Some fiter” == 4 - \ﬁ‘i &
\

ey
ally abused their healthy vision and had to wee s ~
glasses to restore it. Now oldere can dfrm that rf
we are ready to see the world cleaMany people
find their eyesight improves when they become
willing to see the world as it really is and begin
lifting the veils of illusion.We must let go of our Projecting our own self-image and perception

judgments if we would see other than illusions. ByPnto them. One who has not taken an exhaustiye
judgmenwe mean the purely subjective reading ofelf-inventory is a poor character witness. F}

=

Knowing begins with seeing. Seeing begins with looking.

U7

an objective text. instance, we see people yelling at their children i
We must learn to observe without projecting ou# store and think they are bad parents. Instead they
thoughts onto others, imagining or making up stomay be tired, under pressure, or doing just what js
ries about what is happening. How much do w&eeded for their children at that moment. Sending
color what we perceive with our judgments, prothem love will do more to help them (and our
jections or interpretations? If we practice describselves!) than our negative judgmefs we prae
ing things to ourselves just as they are we will seece nonjudgment and learn to see people through
beyond the illusions created by the thoughts antthe eyes of compassion, we will increasingly
feelings in back of our perception® understand understand their motivations and have no need o
how we project our feelings about things ontqudge them, for judgment is a response to una
other people, we may select an individual andnowledged fear and self-doubt.
focus on them, mentally describing them to-our We best serve evolution and ourselves by-fing
self. If we are strictly honest, we will gradually ing what is beautiful in each person we encountér
observe the extent to which much of our worldand by sending light and love to him or her thoug
view and personal feelings are projected onto othersur eyes, mind, and heawe cannot serve people
When we judge others, we are usually simplyvhen we separate ourselves from them by judgirg

)

-
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them. Our higher Self and Christ, clgacherdo how to bring their own vision and that of others

not judge usThey send us an unremitting streamfrom the abstract mental plane into physical real
of love, illuminating and encouraging in us what igty. Think of a friend and their job. See if you can

beautiful and goodlhis empowers us to be all we find a deeper meaning for them in what they ane

can beWe may have illusions about who peopledoing. We cannot tell who people are from their
are because of our attachment to th&ve. may earthly activities.

tend to stress how people might fulfill more of Itis an illusion to think that if we are spiritually
their potential\WWe may not want to accept the tem €volved we must be famous or highly visible as
porary person they are manifestimght now Spiritual leader Many high beings live alone,

Although it is good to hold a high vision of people,working on the inner planes by radiating peace ar)d

it is also important to see them clearly and lov®y responding to calls for guidance from awaken

them for who they are at the present moment.  iNg souls. Many have quiet positions of service gs

We must focus on the strength of others rathegardeners, teachers of children, or caretakers. Or
than on their weaknesg/e can always acknow! @ few high beingsolunteer to beeonspicuous
edge their divinity as spiritual leaders.
irrespective of Public consen

appearances. |ntegrity is an important aspect of ~ Sus about what is
When we look true does not

only at the surface spiritual growth. It is acting, thereby make the
of something we talking, and behaving in ways matter true. Num
actually devalue bers are not a
our own person. that honor ourselves and others. valid criterion

It would be Itis examining things before we for detemining

unthinkable for . . truth. Entire pop
us to buy a house do them and insofar as pOSSIbIe ulations have held

based solely on its doing only those things erroneous opin
exterior appear that we believe to be true ions about reality
ance, without ' At one time it was
examining its thought that the
interior. In the sun revolved

case of humabeings, they are virtualill interior.  around the earth. But a few individuals change
Great masters have no trouble walking unrecoghe course of history and individual consciousneg
nized among us. Humility and discretion enabléy questioning such mass beliefs and having th
them to assume the appearance of ordinary peatourage to explore and advance their new theorie
sons.They do not call attention to themselves by a We must learn to go beyond what is commonl
singular manner of dress, word, or attitude andéleld to be true and discover our own truth. Ma
thus we may rarely recognize them. Christ was ntdeindel investigated the inner planes and gav
recognized by His own peoplé/e must learn to forth wonderful teachings. But he was emphatic i
see people with the eyes of the soul and looHirecting us to investigate for ourselvige must
beyond their outward persoks we do, we can see confirm and enlaje upon these truths indepen
the reality of their higher selvedle learn to relate dently enlisting the wisdom of our inner tribunal.

their activities and traits to the higher purpose they Through enlightened ideas about the rights of dll

are serving, however they may appear in the isgentient life, diet and healing, peace, ecology ar
lated view other issues, we are bringing a higher truth, a mo
For instance, someone whose job is typing maywholistic consciousness, to the earth plane
be using that activity to learn how to connect hisnust follow our hearts and minds and believe i
mind with his hands. Carpenters may be learninghe divine origin of our inner trutihs we discoer
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and practice what is true for us, we will, by ourRecordingAngels make no mistake$hey place
example, assist others in finding their highewus where we may encounter needed lessons that
truths. will prepare us for a greater sphere of usefulness.

Integrity is an important aspect of spiritualWhen the spirit has found truth and has come in
growth. It is acting, talking, and behaving in wayscontact with divine realities; when it has enteregd
that honor ourselves and others. It is examininthe region of abstract thought, which is the third
things before we do them and, insofar as possiblagaven, and has seen that one great verity—thatjall
doing only those things that we believe to be truehings are one and that though they may seem sep
Living in integrity, in harmony with our beliefs arate here, there is an invisible thread uniting ea¢h
and values, will accelerate our growth. It will bringwith all—when the spirit has thus regained univer
clarity and order to every area of our life. sality and love, it cannot believe in the illusion of

We must examine the opportunities that comeeparation any longer
our way and choose to take them not because they Ultimately, we will see things as they are, we
seem glamorous or may be materially rewardingyill behold all creation—animals, angels, plants
but because they make a contribution to humaand all the ranks and races of humankind— in thejir
well-being.We may be challenged to come fromtrue being and ordeWe will feel better fitted to
our heart with people, rather than from our wWiih. ~ serve in the&/ineyard of Christ and take as our own
follow our heart is to find a higher trutiive can the words ofThomas Paine: “The world is my
find a higher truth by focusing on serving others. country to do good is my religion.” For only by

We shall see more clearly when we willinglyservice and unselfish love will we grow to the

live the life where we have been placed, for th&tature of Christ. O
—Angela Ponce de Leon

THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of iMesternwisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. It is their latest communicati

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour ses.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds. Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddEf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and the Evolution of 2
the Solar System and Earth in particular

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man an
Initiation, EsotericTraining and a Safe Method d@fcquiring Please Use Order Form
Firsthand Knowledge. on page 64

CLOTH or APER. 610 pages with 60 pagepical Index. Published bijhe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Trinitarian God in the Gospel of St. John

HE INITIATE Rudolf Steiner calls God: the Spirit offruth or Comforterthel AM or

the Gospel of St. John “the mostChrist Logos, and the Fath@nly in John is thé

important Christian documerit AM nature of Christ exploredl denominates

Apparently the Rosicrucian communi God’s eseity pure BeingAM reflects Gods unre

ty has thought so too. Since the 14thstricted potency as Presence in holy Self-cognitio
century it has endeavored to bring to light thesod is the Ground of any and all being.
deepest truths of Christianity and has called its To emphasize the spiritual sublimity of the
members Johannine Christiarihey were sc Christl AM, Johns Gospel begins, immediate
called for two reasons. First, in the Gospel ly after the seventeen-verse introduction, t
St. John, two parallel and related truths introduce another John, the Baptist, repre
revealed.A mystical-spiritual event, thr senting the pwed desire nature, who
birth of a higher Ego in the individua' makes clear that he is not the cosmic
corresponds to what occurred in hist’ incarnate Asked who he is, John cen
ry for all mankind in the event ¢ fessed, “I am not the Christ.” Nor did
Palestine through Christ Jesu he recognize him (“I knew him [the
Second, Johannine Christians, tr heavenly Ego] not”) but by the
Rosicrucian Brotherswhose descent (like a dove) of the Holy
symbol was the Rose Cross Spirit, who abode upon him.
representing the mystery of The Baptist, as Christ’pre
the reborn God, knew that cursor instructs his disei
the writer of Johrs ples to prepare the way in
Gospel was the first themselves by changing
human to be initiated their minds.The Greek
by ChristJesus, to word metanoia does
be raised from the not, as normally
death of mortal- piously translated,

Jon

Holy Jpirit

f T g e
. THE THE THE THE THE T;E THEMMY
€g0 conscious BREAD LIGHT  DOOR GOOD RESURRECTION  VINE HETRUTH IM€AN to repent
ness. They OF OF THE SHEPHERD AND THE AND THE (punish one
knew that LIFE WORLD LIFE LIFE self), but to
Lazarus was Christed and renamed John, ana change 1fhetg

that John was subsequently embodied in the 14the mind foug, or the way one thinks, to trans
century as the Founder of the Brotherhood of thrm selfish or egotistic thinkind-he personal ego
Rose Cross, Christian Rosenkreuz. must decrease and the objective Christ Ego my
St. Johns Gospel, the Newestamens most increaseWhat is this Christ Ego? It is, tHeAM
esoteric account of the life of Christ Jesus, alones, the water of eternal life (4:10-14), the life spir
elaborates and meditates on the three Personsiof While the Jews, with genealogical pride, callec

—
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Abraham their fatherChrist called God His
Father (5:17-18), to the Jews a blasphe
But this pure Ego does nothing of Itself; t
Father He doeth the work§he personal ego
does everything of itself; that is, it thinks
does. It is this erroneous thinking that nee
changing,metanoia The personal self bear
witness of itself. Such is the role of this se
appointed god. But “If |1 bear witness @
myself, my witness is not true” (5:31). But t
Father the divine spirit, bears witness to t
Christ Ego as the only begottéithose will is
the Fathes. Paraphrasing Christivords: He
that speaks of himself seeks his own gloryt
when the chastened and humbled personal
seeks the glory of the divine Self that se
him, then is he true—a messengergospel
bearer The personal ego speaks of the ea
and is earthly The Christ(ed) Ego comet
from heaven and is above all.

While His disciples foundered at night o%
the Sea of Galilee, as the boat of their sq
bodies was tossed by the waves of emotio
the desire world, Christ walked on the wat
toward them, in command of the forces of t
realm, and they were doubly afraid. But
comforted their souls, “It i$; be not afraid”

Francois Boucher, Oil on canvas, 1776, Cathedrale Saint Louis, Versailles

(6:20): The impersonal can and does quie Bz iz i Wl o Vs
the emotional tempest that constantly thre “They see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship:
ens to capsize and inundate the unseaworand they we afraid; but he saith unto them, Itis I; be not afraid"—

| John 6:19-21 However the above image illustrates Matt 14: 28-32,
persona ego. ) . . where Petés zeal succumbs to doubt and fear and he begins to sink.
The Christ Self is available to each. It is the

bread of life (6:35), the living bread, the spiritual substance whichigher worlds. Like Dante’
comes down from heaven and truly and literally gives life to trVirgil, the divinel will conduct
material world, which alone is but an aggregate of inert, unorderthe lost soul back to its heaven
atoms. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth notfiing. ly fold. Whereas thé AM is the
Christ Self is the light of the world (8:12), the light of truth, the lighgood shepherd (101}, the
that lights each soul that takes on a physical bbogl AM is eter  lower ego is a wolf in sheep’
nal. BeforeAbraham, beforédam was, was the cosmicAM, was clothing and desires to devour
Christ, the root and spiritual substance of all individu#Ams. thesoul. _
Before the foundation of the world, before ego was, was the Chris Thel AM is the resurrection
resplendent in glory with the Father (17:5, 24). and the life (1:25). The Word
Thel AM is the door (10:9) to the deathless world of the eternWas Wwith God, and one with
presentThe personal ego ever is repelled by the embodiment of God, from the beginning. In the
own vicious thoughts and consuming passidhe Christed is able ~Word is life. Every human spir
to withstand the hideous aspect of the self-created devil which, liit, therefore, being of and from
Cerberus, stands guard as a forbidding porter at the threshold toGod, must resurrect from the
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dense physical body in which it is buried, andYahweh, Jahve, JHVH) identifies Himself to
though dead to material eyes, it shall and must livkloses aghjeh esher ehjelh am thel AM.
to the eyes of spirit (x25), since itis spirit. Perhaps it would be unseemly of Christ to have
Individual consciousness is raised, like Lazarussaid, | am the love of the world; though to His-dis
from the grave or cave of mundane consciousnessples he may well have, for Hethe worlds love.
All things become new John the Beloved makes clear that Clsistission
The Life Spirit, whose embodimentlisAM, is  is generated in and issues out of God the Fathef
theWay (14:6) to the Fathgthe Divine Spirit. Itis divine love, established in His San'eternally
the truth that intuition delivers to the Christ-active deed of incommensurable love, and rege
attuned soul. It is that which is true of each thingerated in myriad gracings of love through inspira
that is. And what is of tion of the Holy Spirit.
life, is of and from this AT The mission of the Christ
Life  Spirit. The Holy | was to entirely empty
Spirit, which correlates Itself, actuated by
with  the individual boundless love to dis
human spirit, is the Spirit member or distribute
of Truth (16:13), trutls Itself unto dying individ
awakener and teache - ual humanity as an elixir
Whom God sends in - " to effect a restoration, a
Christ’'s name to evoke & ! - replenishment of spiritu
re-membering of divini al blood by which,
ty, and thus instill peace through a roused-con
of mind and comfort of sciousness, each soul,
soul. having wasted its divine
As thel AM and the resources, might return
Father are one, so doegs as a prodigal son to its
the Spirit of Truth, the B heavenly Father
Holy Spirit, proceed Greater love has no
from the FatherSo is the {i} ., man than this—to lay
individuality fruitful F 8 O down his life for his
when it abides in the will - > friends. There is no one
of the Fatherthe love of S i who was not and is not
the Christ, and the truthSaE SRR e =T T Christ's friend. For all,

Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood

of the Holy Spirit. The | Am The Way for love, did Christ lay
Christ Self, thd AM, is down his life, that we
the vine (15:5) by which might take ours and

individual humanity ismade spiritually fertile ascend the path He in mighty frfng and might
and productiveTherecan be no growth or yield ier love cleared for ug.is not of this world. In it
outside the vine because outside it there is no liféor a while; for a while here to know that no where
A detached branch is a dead bra#ghego posing here can it find real home. Olchooses us out of
as its own source is void, a hollowness, a whimpehis world and on the wingthrust of love we aspir¢
in the wind. Its fate is to wail in a spiritual waste to our heavenly homale love to get therélVe
land and gnash its teeth in a limbo of self-loathingove because Christ showed us how and.why
While Lucifer strengthens the center of gravity in The disciples of Christ are known by the love
ones own personality necessary to an extent,they have for one another (14:35). It is the Christ
Christ provides the basis for and strengthens-the that overcomes the world, not being of it, in whonp
core of ones individuality Christ through Jehovah the prince of this world of allures and illusions

RAYS 96 14



hath nothing—afterthat is, John in the wilderness, We are taught to pray to our Fathérho is in
the solitary John of the straight and narrow wayheavenYet we are told that no one comes to th
has baptized our souls in the gative waters of Father but through Christ (14:8)Vith Philip we
may be inclined to sayShow us the Fatheand it
So do we, as bearers of the hblyas exemplars sufficeth us.” But Jesus says, “He that hath see
of a nascent Christ life, as blessed sons and daughe [the Christ] hath seen the Fathdthe Gospel
ters of our heavenly Fatheweave, by acts and that teaches us the deep truths of the Christ als
thoughts of love and service, that seamless coagachesis of the Fathebecausel“AM [is] in the

regenerative thinking and charitable living.

the garment of light that
admits us to the wedding
ceremony where the vir
gin soul and the Christ
Ego are married in love
by the Fathés will. .

As the Gospel of St
John moves from Johrp ==
the Baptist to the centra/§
and pivotal account of
the raising of Lazarus
(Chapter 1 in the 21- @
chapter Gospel), to the
high teachings of Joh
the Evangelist, so wse
individually evolve from
John the Baptist to Joh
the Beloved through a
inward raising by the
strong grip of the Liors
paw; each being “the ong
whom Christ loves,”
each being the belove
of Christ, our divine
Self, our world savior

I Am the Truth

Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood

Father and the Father is in
me [the Christ]” 14:10).
John Marks Gospel has
but three references to the
Father Luke has fifteen,
and Matthew has thirty-
eight. Compare these with
Johns Gospel, in which
one hundred and seventeer
references to the Father are
made, including:

[T]he Word...[was the]
only begotten of the Father
(1:14); the Father loveth
the Son (3:35); one must
worship the Father in spirit
and in truth (4:43);The
Father has committed all
judgment unto the Son
(5:22); 1 am [is] come in
my Fathets name (5:43);
The Father gives the true
bread from heaven (6:32);
It is the Fatheés will that
Christ should lose nothing

that has sunk down into our mundane conseiou$6:39); No man can come to Christ but that th

D

n

50

112

ness to be all but lost, all but unrecognized amongather draw him (6:44); No man hath seen th
the crowd of rude and rowdy thoughts and ChristFather save he which is of God (6:46); If one
scouging passions that populate our earthly-conknows the Christ, one knows the Father als
sciousness. (8:19); Christ does nothing of himself, but speak
We are raised, in time, while yet drawing breatlwhat the Father has taught him (8:28); | and t
in our mortal body; we are raised and can then tefather are one (10:30)he Father is in me and | in
tify to the higher truths of our Christ-conferred him (10:38);The Father has given all things into
dentity With our hand on the words of John themy hands (13:3); in my Fatherhouse are many
Evangelist, whose Gospel is the Biklé’ogos of mansions (14:2)The Father that dwelleth in me,
Love, and our mind given wholly to it in devout he doeth the works (14:10Vhe Father will send

contemplation, we renew our commitment to a lifehe Comforter in my name (14:26); | am the tru¢

of holy usefulness and inclusive fellowship. vine and my Father is the husbandman (1%l);

e
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things that the Father hath are mine (16:15); | cantbe Christ Child is conceivedihe renewing or

forth from the Father (16:28T;hou, Fatherart in  transmuting of one’ mind and attitudes through
me, and | in thee (17:21)fhe cup which my concentration, meditation, and service has a bap
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? (1§;1 tismal efect on the desire bogdyenabling it to
| ascend to my Fatheand your Father (20:17).  undego catharsis, whereupon it becomes the pufe

The foregoing recitation has been given that thghaste vigin sophia. “Know thyself’ means “fruc

transcendent nature of Christ, the solaAM, tify thyself with the content of the spiritual world.”
might be brought fully before us, as it rests in theén this context the soul may be likened to th¢
bosom of the Father; for we ourselves participatgeceptive female nature, and the objective spiritu@
in this nature when we keep world likened to the

14

N, § A
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God's commandment, which & :
is to love one another &_;.';.-'j
| AM, Christ is, the ="

Way to the FatherThe &
Gospel of St. John illumi =
nates many facets of te - _.;:_T-'.
AM in order that we more*
readily may receive it, :t?'
seize it, possess it, knov i:{
it, live it, be it. In so doing
we partake of the Fatherf-'_____
Chapter 17 is an extende
sublime prayer or intimate &
address by Christ Jesus t
His Fatherremarkable for g
the holy familiarity with P
which Christ assumes Hi{§s
Fathefs love, trust, and
realized will. Moreover
this unity in love and truth
is extended to all who
hear and heed the word c
God through Christ: “I in
them, and thou in me, that

Vi
L

1 A

Li
Loi )
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| Am the Life

male; that is, the Cosmic
Ego of the Holy Spirit
illuminates the purified
and ennobled desire
body, the wise vigin
sophia.The personal ego
is eclipsed and the uni
versal Christ, the sun
Logos, speaks though
the soul.

The Gospel of St.
John has concealed pew
ers which can assist in
developing the vigin
sophia, the mother of
God.The disciple whom
Christ loved was entrust
ed by Him with those
powers at the cross
when the Savior said
“Henceforth, this is thy
mother” therewith des
ignating him as the gen
uine interpreter of the

they may be made perfect in one; and that thglessiah. Meditation on JotmGospel will devel

world may know that thou hast sent me, and haglp this “mother” in the reverent seeker and th
Holy Spirit will fructify his soul.

loved them, as thou hast loved me” (17:23).

The Gospel of St. John enables us to most For the sons of Cain, belief alone is irfiént.
deeply fathom the injunction that has ever beelhey crave knowledgeind they shall have it if

D

4
=

directed to the candidate for initiation into the spirthey subscribe to the practices and principles (
itual worlds: Man know thyself. In Christian Rosicrucian initiation. Let us make this Gospel
terms, as the Evangelist makes cl¢ais means to regenerative force active within our souls that w
enter into ones innermost being and there submitmay individualize the Bethlehem event to thg

LY " =

the purified desire nature, the John Baptist naturgjlory of God the Father ]
to an overshadowing by the Holy Spirit, whereby —C.W.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Chart of {
| nitiation

HE SERMON on the
Mount has been
characterized in many
different ways: It is the
proclanation of the
Kingdom of Heaven; an exposition
of Christian morality; the goal of
human living; a means of commu
nion with God. Each reader sees it
through his own eyes and praises or
condemns it from his point of view
Seen through the eyes of an occult
scientist, all these statements are
unsatisfactoryTo him the Sermon
on the Mount is the chart of initia
tion as taught by a great Being.
This Being dared to divulge the
secrets of the Kingdom, knowing

Detail. Carl Heinrich Bloch (1834-1890), Fredericksborg Castle, Copenhagen
Sermon on the Mount

ful and painful alikeThe Lords Prayer is the center of the whole Sermon,.
The first section of the Sermon provides nothing less than the Magna
Carta of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. It does not réfavever to
the Kingdom of Heaven as a realm beyond space and time. If we supgose
that the promise of “rewards” in the Beatitudes can be fulfilled only after
: death, we deprive the Sermon of its actuality afidagfy. If we understand
that th_ey would be misunderstood it as a statement about actual events in the spiritual realm here on Earth,
and misused l_Dy countless.followers taking place within us and within our fellow men, it will prove not only tg
and yet rediscovered time and pq ye byt also to be clyad with power almost to the extent of being
again when circumstances would dangerous
permit. For instance, Christ Jesus said, “Who is my mothrd who are my
St. Matthew gave us an unsur prothers?” (Matt. 12:48) He told His disciples: “If any man come to mé
passed sequence of instructions forang hate not his fatheand motherand wife, and children, and brethren,
spiritual  expeditions into th_e and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple”— Like
unknown. He arranged them in 14:26. In psychological terms, this means that the individualgeadrom
such a way that we can use themthe tribe; his personal consciousness begins terdibm the convention
for our education. If we dare to do g| consciousness of his relatives and friends. Not only do the content of}his
so, they lead us into the fathomlessconsciousness and the objects of his interest change, but his judgments, his
depths of religious experience. point of view the dynamics of his personality also are metamorphosdd.
The Sermon on the Mount can be The regime of Jehovah and the dominating influences of the Race Spirit
understood as a treatise on spiritualbegin to crumble as the Loveisdom Principle asserts itself in the hearts
diet; it teaches us that spiritual evo and minds of menThe human character comes of afyg.a result of all
lution means acceptance andthis he is alon€eTo the orthodox, he is an outlaer dangerous innovator
assimilation of experiences—joy madman, or criminal. How does he know and how do we know whether|he
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is insane, a criminal, or a reformer? The proclamation of the Kingdom consists of a serigs
Psychology provides the terms which link our expeof paradoxes, built in pairs around the cenfére
riences closely with the development of the earlfourth Beatitude, “Blessed are those who hunger and
Christians. Our time, like the first centyiy character thirst for righteousness,” means in modern language
ized by the decay of national structure on an interng&hunger for spiritual evolution.”To be discontented
tional scaleThe individual must stick to old conven with our spiritual situation, to crave something bettef
tional values which are obsolete, or he must set out amith all the recklessness of people who are starving
his own to find entrance into the realm of the futurethat is the inner situation of those who are blessed.
The new outer structure is developing within the €¢har Nobody has this blessing as a birthrighte have to
acter of the average individudlVe are witnessing a deserve it by our own endeav®here is, of course, the
psychological and spiritual mutation; the old speciesjanger that good news may be misunderstood and the
homo feudalis (feudalistic man), is changing into the new inheritance misusedhe hardships of the journey
new specieyomo communis (common man)The darn  are a safeguard, but not a feziént one. Matthew
ger inherent in the process whereby man individualizetherefore, indicates two additional qualifications: only
is egocentricity gras Max Heindel stated: “Pride of the meek and merciful are accepted.

intellect, intolerance, and Who inherits the Earth?
impatience of restraint.” . . The meek and the mesci
The development of To be discontented with ful. That the meek shall
nduchelon Aol e our spiritual situation, to - ert e Sart hes
back to the feudalism of crave something better paradox of almost sarcastic
vialtie. what s e 2y - with all the recklessness of - pegnaney oaricuary
hoW can we act unselfishl;} p90p|e WhO are StarVing_ misunderstood to mean
and get rri]d ]?f _sin? How ca:jr that iS the inner situation Isoft, w'\jal;, ?tn? hleltp
we reach fggiveness an ess. Mofatt translates
enter the Kingdom of of those who are blessed. it ashumble, Goodspeed as
Heaven?True Christianity humble-minded. Gerald
presents a form of individ Heard contends it means

ualism, of self-reliance and independence, whichamed, or, more exactlydisciplined by spiritual prac-
allows the individual to become responsible for himselfice, as were the Essen&¥e might come closer to the
and for the group also. Individual freedom and cellectruth if we construe meek as sensitive, open-minded, ¢
tive responsibility coincidelhe psychological process in more psychological language, without inhibitions
of this development is characterized by the teimds  and repressions and especially without blind spots, ca
viduation andintegration. Its religious goal is stated in lousness, or dullnessVe then understand that “the
St. Pauls description of the mystical body of Christ. meek” are able to hear the inner voice, to distinguis
Our question now is: how can we avoid egocentricibetween the creative voice of eternity and the destru
ty and reach individuation? (since we are egocentric tive voice of egocentricity
already how can we get rid of egocentricity and replace The fifth Beatitude accords blessing to the merciful]
it with individuation?As aids, St. Matthew presents us The Greek word fomercy corresponds to th&ramaic
with some of the most inspiring words in the Bible, thehisda, which means a mature state of mind charactey
Beatitudes.The Beatitudes, the proclamation of theized by understanding, sympatlayd justiceThe mer
Kingdom of Heaven, convey an inner experience, aiful person therefore might be described as one wholis
new discoverywhich overthrows our natural philoso completely individuated, so that he acts out of his own
phy of life. A key for inner development and the resourcefulness but at the same time is so sensitive|to
achievement of conscious growth is proclaimed irthe suferings of his fellow men that he feels them as i
appalling, though simple, terms: nonsensical oratory tthey were his ownThe merciful are those who are
those who are not ready for it; clarifying insight andmature of heart.
unquestionable truth to those who have passed the tesiThe two Beatitudes about the meek and the merciful
of evolution; help, comfort, and remedy to those whdorm a pair of opposites surrounding the central
struggle in the midst of painful transition. Beatitude, which concerns the hunger for righteous

=
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ness.The meek will receive the whole Earth, while theother peopleWe shall have to mourn. Our problem
merciful will give away all they have. Surely we aretherefore is: How can we daf without decreasing our
reminded of the occult precept: the more we give awayurity, without becoming egocentric, negative, or bit
the more we shall receive. If we are sensitive to otheger? How can we increase our purity in spite of the suf
peoples suferings, we are sensitive also to the guidingfering which is an unavoidable factor in evolutidrii
answer: By trying to see God, to discern the divine pu

i iri il pose within and behind our @idulties. This should
The_ poor In Spll’lt will find enable us to discover deeper reasons for odersud
the Kingdom, not after death and to change our points of vie®eeing God is more
but here and now than sensing some contact with eternitypresupposes
. ! a humble acceptance of the “evil” in life and agfor
otherwise ing of those who wrong u¥his Beatitude describes the
they could not become wisdom and maturity of those who have become

accepted as “children of God.”

The Poorin Spirit as Peacemakers

The first and last Beatitudes complete the descriptign
intimations from beyond. Sharing our small resourcesf the dynamic process which may be called the way {o
with our fellow men, we are allowed to share the mercyhristianity in the individual as well as in mankind.
and the creative love of the Eterrighe two opposites The poor in spirit will enter the Kingdom of Heaven,
are two diferent aspects of the same evolutionaryand the children of God will be the peacemakers o
process. Earth. The poor in spirit will find the Kingdom, not

The next pair of Beatitudes again form a unit contraafter death but here and nostherwise they could not
dicting and completing each oth&rwe learn to mourn pecome peacemakers on Eafihbe a peacemaker is a
in the right way our mourning will turn into an experi  final condition without which the condition of being a
ence of inner growth and the discovery of a new worldecognized “Son of God” cannot be attained.
with new values and new goals. It has been said thatOne cannot make a good peace by compromisin
this “congratulations for bereavement” is the mosDne has to “create” it as a new and higher form @
paradoxical of all the beatitude¥et, to lose a dear human relationship, or else one will become an appeds
friend by death always means the possibility of a newr. The word creativity, with respect to humans, is
contact with the beyond and of a new turning awaybsent in Greeldramaic, and HebrevwAll ancient lan
from the past towards the future. Such a spirituat evaqguages are tribal, and therefore dumb with regard fo
lution, howevertakes place only if we accept, simply individualism. God alone is the Creat®he fact that a
and honestlywithout bitterness and without self-pity man should be individually creative can be expressgd
the sufering which is involved, and if we search with only by the almost sacrilegious statement that he shall
patience and an open mind for its deeper meaningpecome a Son of God, a divine creative creafCines
Then desolation will be replaced by consolation, anehew dignity harbors a terrible temptation. Christ Jesys
the sufering will change into a hunger for spiritual was able to conquer the dangbut how can we be
growth. individuated, endowed with creativjtyithout falling

The corresponding Beatitude, therefore, concerns thato the temptation of egocentric willfulness?
“pure in heart,” oras we might prefer to call them, the How can we be peacemakers instead of warmon
“pure in mind.”To “see God,” to understand His deal gers?Answer: by remaining poor in spirit. In Greek, the
ings with men and His purposes in histiguyesuppos phrase literally meanseggars regarding the spirit.
es the same lack of inhibition and absence of blin@egging for spirit presupposes the knowledge that
spots which characterize the meek and the merciful—ithere is SpiritAll the intellectual forces that we can
other words, a lack of egocentriciffhe non-egocen muster all the enggy of volition, and all the strength
tric heart is courageous and honest; it is full of love andnd subtleties of the human heart are required as top
creativeness, and that means it is pure. of the Spirit.

We discover purity of heart to have a new dynami@lessed ae You When Men Revile You and
quality: it either grows or decreases, and it grows bj’ersecuteYou
experienceAt least half of our experiences are nega The proclamation of the Kingdom of Heaven is 3
tive, dealing with “evil” within ourselves or within Paradox. It conveys an inner experience, a new disco

peacemakers on Earth.
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ery, which controverts our common experien&efirst  achieve meekness and purity of heart and all the other

this paradox is stated with philosophical aloofnessgualities of the Beatitudes?’et us propose to give
“Blessed are those..WWe are asked to consider it as asome answerslhere are five dferent fields that we
general law of spiritual developmernithen the text can till, as revealed in the Sermon on the Molihese
turns with sudden violence, like a pointed daggerare the five steps that lead to individuation:

against the reader himself: “Blessed are yothére is Step 1—CopeWith Your Resentments

no escape; we have to answisr it a blessing to be  If you are ofering your gift at the alterand there
reviled and persecuted? Do we feel it? Do we actuallyemember that your brother has something against ya

rejoice? Do we experience the reward in heaviéw®’ leave your gift before the altar and go be reconciled fo

“reward in heaven” must be realized immediately; losyour brother; then come andefyour gift. The tribal

must be felt as gain here and nowt after deatiThe law, “Thou shalt not kill,” was limited to members of
Kingdom must be an experience of growth and evolutiothe same tribe; outside the tribe it was honorable to kil
before we digit may continue after death, but it mustas many Gentiles as possiblée law forbade crimes

begin on Earth. only between relatives. Christ Jesus knew that overt
Matthew adds, “for righteousness sake and for mgrimes are but the flowers and fruit of hidden roots, and

that we cannot truly love
our brothers and sisters

sake.” Those who hunger
and thirst for righteous

ness are usually at odd CONSCIOUS growth lmplles unless we unearth those
uin ver conemporres. e acceptance and assimi - foseven ard. repesse
Prophets There is not a  lation of our unconscious unconscious hatred poisons
?Iessiggtin every persec fears and faults, the remo - hhnino*wnmggrmg?"}f m:;k;
ion; but where spiritua e ey eas :

progress arouses E[)he fee val of our inhibitions and lead to bitterness, pes
ang furylotf_ rea_ction?r:ies prejudices, the reformation sim\;\jrr:l,tand des%air -
and revolutionaries, there . . at can we do agains
the sufering which the and integration of our this deadly evilf we do not
opposing forces inflict pPasSSIONS and Compulsmns_ know it? Certain symptoms
helps to speed the inne can be diagnosed early
growth of the suérer. enough. Undue anger is the

The text does not say that the people who persecufiest. Our brother makes an insignificant mistake and we

the followers of Christ Jesus are bad or selfish or-maliexplode as if he had wounded us to the quidien
cious.They are simply people—neighbors, friends; rel there is the exaggerated criticism, or a blundeslip of

atives: everybodyThey are like uswWe are persecutors the tongue, instantly followed by the assertion that we

insofar as we do not participate in the evolution ofdid not mean it and are sorAll this shows that the can
mankind.We may be outstanding members of progrescer of negativity in us is growin§e must release and
sive or revolutionary @anizationsWe may say: “our change the repressed forces or they will killAlsour
economic system should change,” “the millennium ofeligious eforts, therefore, are futile until we clean our
the classless society should come tomorstowhe  psychichouses.
expansion of our consciousness, howgigesomething Step 2—Se/ersus Love
different. Conscious growth—the evolution of the «ygy have heard that it was saidplyshall not com
human character—is a painful and exclusively persomit adultery’ But | say unto you that everyone who
al task. It implies the acceptance and assimilation Qhoks at a woman lustfully has already committeq
our unconscious fears and faults, the removal of oudultery with her in his heartThe central purpose of
inhibitions and prejudices, the reformation and integragur religious self-education is to individualize without
tion of our passions and compulsions. using our freedom egocentricalljhus, we must learn
The new rules are voluntaryThey cannot be tg control our natural impulses, especially the sex drive
enforced.The form, as Christ Jesus explains, is & sysor they surely will control us.
tem of practical experiments leading those who dare to The exact interpretation of Christ Jesstsitement is
face the tests into a new kind of religious “perfection.’of extreme importance because the vulgar misunde

174

It is as if the disciples had asked Him: “How can Westanding may produce, and indeed has produced, infi
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nite misery The question is: how can sexualit
be honored and employed for the sake of n
creation without selfish use and distortio
Matthew tells us, in the 19th chapter of h
Gospel, towait! We should not repress lust: w
should admit it, accept it, and force it to wa
until it turns into love.

The simile of the eye plucked out and of t
hand cut df seems at first glance to describ
complete mortification, and that is what tho
sands of ascetics have read into the tAsta
matter of fact, the sex drive cannot be annihils
ed. It will remain alive, however deeply w
repress it. It will return as a spegthaunt us as
nightmares, or explode our virtuous facade
the most foolish of escapades. If our egocent
ity melts away individuation teaches us res
love, and we experience its creative paviaur
first task was to look without lust: now it is t
look without hatred or indiérence. If we cannot
learn to love, at least we can learn to be fair a
kind and unselfish, and that too means evolutig

Step 3—God is NotYour Weapon

“But | say to you, do not swear at all, either
heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by t
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, fi

itis the city of the great King The prohibiion __ M?‘glgnd;;\ll’th ,_?_\reMetTogetEq i< deoicted
against swearing at all can be transcribed: Do || "¢ duintessence of Old and New Testament teachings Is depicted as

. . . a marriage (via the cross) of the Mosaic law (truth) of Jehovah and
completely 'dent'f}’ yourself with any plan ihe redeeming love (grace and mercy) brought by Christ Jesus.
work, or value which you want to pursue. Be

determined, yet remain flexible and adaptable. Be peHis disciples to attain is a new kind of responsibility
severing, but not stubborn. Do not give up because magual to the new creative power which will be given to
want you to, but resign gladly if you see that creatiothem.They are the salt and the light of the Earth, but
itself is going the other way only if they remain poor in spirithey may participate
Christ Jesus wanted the individual to eggefrom in the divine life beyond space, time, and racial ident
life. The reborn individual finds himself in possessionfication, but if they issue rigid orders for the future,
of creative powers and new possibilities which censtithey are lost souls.
tute a temptation of unexpected severtg is free to Step 4—MeetViolenceWith Nonresistance
create and to destroie feels as if he were God. Butif ~ “But | say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But
he misses the right road, individuation is replaced by any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him th
egocentricity and man tries to match himself againstother also.” Christ Jesus was not thinking of the ne
God as his equalhe temptation is not neBut in trib- cjvil code without police, where bullies are allowed td
al life, the law breaker is an outcast and will perish. Irexploit their victims. He speaks here of something els
the new era of creation, the danger of confusing ege4e is teaching self-education. If our dignity is rooted ir
centric stubbornness with creative individuation is s@ur creative relationship with God, a slap in the fac
great that the whole purpose of evolution may beannot harm us. Christ Jesdiposition when He was
thwarted by it. Max Heindel attested to this by callingstruck was bold and calm and of unshakable peacefil
the race lives and bodies we inherit “paths to destrugess. If we are aware of our powfereling the contact

tion.” with our Father in heaven, we are not inclined to resigt
The decisive achievement which Christ Jesus wanisyil—to fight back; we only want to serve Creation.

Watercolor. William Blake, 1757-1827. Victoria and Albert Museum, London, U.K.
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The principle of nonresistance must not lead to th@ured up from the hidden depths of our minds angd
repression of our natural ge for retaliation.The which we never would have discovered without him
repression of the “instinct” for self-preservation wouldHe has shown us what has prevented our becoming tijue
be as disastrous as the repression of our sexuktiéy sons of God.
problem is not how to get rid of our natural instincts but  The outer enemy forces us to face our inner enemigs.
how to discipline them for the sake of inner growth.  Qur inner spirit of darkness and despair is more impof

The way as far as we can see, is this: Evil comesgnt and more powerful than the outer eneNyw we
from outsideThe evildoer attacks ughis arouses our pray for the inner foe. How can we rescue him, redeem

“evil” responses—fearhatreq, bittemess' vengeful him, turning his darkness into the light of cre
ness—and therefore we resist, fight back, and ation? Here is the conscious personality—

:::16 S’[E;naﬁza?c\llilsl\r/]vcer:astﬁfé: wiﬂflggalet incomplete, insecure, frightened; and
9 P g there is the inner foe—the symbol of

ies and minds, the defing wakes . . .
us up more completelyremoves darkn(_ass, _th(_a fiend, the frightening
and irresistible. How can the two

our blind spots, and enables us tg
come together? Can we love our

see the deep meaning of ou )
fate. hatred and our own anxiety? If
Step 5—HateYields to Love we look from above, objec
“But | say to you, love your tively, we discover that our
hatred once was love, in early

enemies and pray for thosq : :
who persecute you, so that yo childhood, and our anxiety
then was caused by frustra

may be sons of your Fathef® !
who is in heaven; for He makes tion of our unprotected and
unlimited eagerness of life.

His Sun to rise on the evil anay

on the good, and sends rain ofi. We discover the virtue

the justand on the unjust.This behind our vices, and we under

fifth and last of our tests follows stand that darkness may be

after we have discovered in the changed into light again, if only we

fourth test that evildoers cannot inflict can face it, accept it, sustain its hor
ror, and believe in the light beyond.

evil upon us if we do not resist evilhey
can make us stdr, but this does ni Jacob wrestled with the demon until it

Oil on panel, 1620, Guido Reni, Detroit Institute

increase our inner darknesall pain o ars, betroit, Michigan turned out to be th&ngel of the Lord.
becomes growing painnhd we recog Christ Crowned with Thorns Christ Jesus faced utmost darkness in
nizethe power which makes us grow Gethsemane, and by so doing entered fa

Praying for those who persecute us means, amongy phase of creationVhat is our task when the
other things, the attempt to look at our situation from,yconscious opens its gates and anxiety floods our cdn
above, from the standpoint of the guiding Power 0fcious mind? Let us do what all the pioneers of the
Life. Why did this Power allow our enemy t0 becomej,nq jife have done: in the battle between opposites, I
S0 s_trong’.fWhat can he d_o t(,) us? Could this be 'hapus appeal to the creative center which can reconcije
pening for our own benefit8 it for the removal of our them on a higher level of realityThough | walk

. . n
blIE:tsupsog:gyr?srkﬁ]gsoi?;rggﬁnieijtfee{gg 'gg;!}ll'oolt(hrough the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear nc
ing at him as much as we can with the eyes (’)f thgvil; for thou art with me.”"Why should we be less

ist?
Creator with fatherly love. He might appear as an-evil courageogs than the Psalmist:
doer but we would give him a chance. Maybe we could These five steps or stages of growth prepare us fpr
rescue him, if we were to become peacemakers in tHg€ climax of the Sermon on the Mount, the Lerd
fullest sense of the word. Howeyar order to become PrayerMax Heindel states that this prayer may be-cor
peacemakers, we must do away with our,featred sidered an algebraic formula for the upliftment and
horror, bitterness—indeed, with the whole store O1=_negpurification of all the vehicles of man—truly a fitting

ative and destructive emges which the enemy con Ccapstone for the Sermon on the Mount. o
—A Probationer
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MAX HEINDEL'S MESSAGE

AGAIN THE [
EARTH has &4
reached the vernal s i
equinox in its annual % ,
circle dance about the
Sun, and we have East&he spiritual ray sent out =
by the Cosmic Christ each fall to replenish thf
smoldering vitality of the Earth is about to ascen
to the Fathés throne.The spiritual activities of
fecundation and germination which have been ce
ried on during the winter and spring will be -fol
lowed by mateial growth and a ripening
process during the coming summer and autun
under the influence of the indwelling Earth
Spirit. The cycle ends atHarvest Home.”
Thus the greaiVorld drama acted and re-enactel
from year to yearan eternal contest between life
and death; each in turn becoming victor and beir
vanquished as the cycles roll.

This great cyclic influx and #&@ix is not con
fined in its efects to the Earth and its flomnd
fauna. It exercises an equatlgmpelling influence
upon mankind, though the great majority are

AURD UO [I0 ‘8100 8ARISNS) ‘UOISUSISY 8y L

unaware of what impels them to action in one To the enlightened ones Easter brings a keg

direction or anothefThe fact remains, neverthe realization of the fact that all humanity are-pil

less, independent of their cognition that the sam@fims on the Earth, that the real home of the Spif

earth vibration which gaudily adorns bird andis in the heaven realm, and that to reach that rea
beast in the spring is responsible for the humaall should endeavor to learn the lessons indife
desire to don gay colors ahdghter raiment at that school as quickly as possitde that they may be
seasonThis is also the ge which in summedri- able to look for the dawn of a day that wkr

ves mankind to relaxation amid rural scenes wher@anently release them from the bondage of Earth.

nature spirithave wrought their magic art in field Then, like thdiberated Christ Raythey will come

and forest, in order to recuperditem the strain of into a realization of thaglorious immortality
artificial conditions in congested cities. which is the reward of the perfected Spirit []

=
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Determining the Time of Easter

uestion: Will you please explain from the cance, but very soon ignorant people started

occult viewpoint why we celebrate Easterschisms and fixed it at d@rent timesThis occa
at the time we do? sioned no little controversyn the second century
a dispute arose on this point between the Eastgrn
Answer: Before the Christ all the religions were andWestern churches. Eastern Christians celebrat
race religions suited to the people to whom thegd Easter on the 14th day of the first Jewish month
were given and suitable only for those people. or Moon, considering it to be equivalent to the

these religions were Jewish Passover
Jehovah religion®s The Western
the Father was the All the founders of race Christians kept it on

highest Initiate of the re|igion3 were |Initiates in the Sunday after the

Saturn Period, so - . 14th day holding
Christ, the Son, was Jehovistic mySte“eS' They were that it was the com

the highest Initiate of  Sons of Seth. At their initiation memoration of the
the Sun Period, anc they became ensouled by their resurrection of

Jehovah, the Holy . o ] Jesus.The Council
spirit, was the high ~ particular Race Spirit, and this  of Nice, 325AD.,

est Initiat_e of the Spirit, Speaking through the decided in favor of
Moon Period. From the Western use,

Jehovah then came mouth of such an initiate’ gave branding the Eastern

the race religions laws to his peop|e_ practice with the
which endeavor to name of heresy
prepare mankind This, however only
along the path of evolution by means of law settled the point that Easter was to be held not ¢n

These race religions are to be superseded by thecertain day of the month or Moon, but on @
universal religion of the Sun Spirit, Christ, whichSunday The proper astronomical cycle for calcu
will unite all men into one brotherhoodhe lating the occurrence of the Easter Moon was nt
change from one to the other and the fact that thest determined, but it was finally decided to defeyr
religion of the lunar God, Jehovah, must preced® the old method of fixing the festival by the
the religion of the Sun Spirit, Christ, is symbolizedMoon, and so the ancient original custom was
by the manner in which Easter is determined.  eventually revived.

The rule in present use for determining the time Thus Easter is now held upon the same day as
of Easter is that it falls on the first Sunday follow required by the occult tradition to symbolize
ing the Paschal Full Moohis was the original properly the cosmic significance of the event, and
time adopted by the earliest Christians who hath this respect both the Sun and the Moon are
knowledge of and regard for the occult signifi necessary factors, since Easter is not merely a sglar
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festival. The Sun must go not only past the The Christian religion gives no laws, but preach
equatoy as it does on the 21st of March, but thees love as the fulfillment of the lawherefore, no
full Moon after the vernal equinox must also bedebts of destiny are generated under it, and Christ,
passedThen the following Sunday is Eastéhe who was under no necessity to be born in the firgt
day of Resurrection. place, will not be drawn to rebirth under the Law
The light of the vernal Sun must be reflected byyf Causation as were the founders of the lunar rage
a full Moon before that day can dawn on earth, angligions, who must bear from time to time the sinp
there is, as said, a deep meaning behind thg} their followers\When He appears it will be in a
method of determining Easter; viz., that humanit;body made of the two higher ethers: the light and
was not sufciently evolved to have the religion of reflecting ethers, the golden wedding garment
the Sun, the Christian religion of universal broth -5iedsoma psuchicon or soul body by Paul, who
erhood, until they had been fully prepared througly yery emphatic in his assertion that flesh and
the religions of the Moon, which segregated angl;,o4" cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. He

separ_ated hum_anity into groups, nat_ions, and racegqerts that we shall be changed and be like Christ,
This is symbolized by the annual rise of the Su nd if we cannot enter the kingdom in a flesh

Spirit at Easter being deferred until the Jehovistigody it would be absurd to suppose that the Kinly

Moon has thrown back and fully reflected the IlghtOf Glory would wear such a coarse, cumbersonie
of the Easter Sun.

All the founders of race religions (Hermes,garmenti : :
Buddha, Moses, etc.) were Initiates in the The priestcraft from which Jehovah drew His-rep|

Jehovistic mysteriesthey were Sons of Setht resentatives, the prophets and founders of religior

their initiation they became ensouled by their- parand spiritual temple builders, are the Sons of Set

ticular Race Spirit, and this Spirit, speakingThe Sons of Cain still feel in their breasts the divin

through the mouth of such an initiate, gave laws tgature of their ancestorhey repudiate the indirect

his people, as for instance, the Decalogue of Mose@,ethOd of salvation by faith of the church and insig

the Laws of Manu, the noble truths of Buddha, etc!Pon finding the light of wisdom themselves by the
These laws manifested sin because the people d{feéct methods of work, perfecting themselves i
not and could not keep them at their stage of evéhe arts and crafts and building the temple of mat
lution. So they made a certain debt of destiny ijial civilization by industry and statecraft according
consequenceThis destiny the human initiate t0 the plan of God, the Grandirchitect of the
founder of the religion had to take upon himself{Jniverse, Christ being ‘the Chief Corner Stomed
and so to be born again and again to help his pegach mystic Mason a ‘living stone’.
ple. But Christ did not need to take birth in the first In time, howeverthese two great streams of the
place. He did it of His own free will to help human Sons of Seth and the Sons of Cain must unite |n
ity, to abrogate the law that brings sin, and emancbrder to reach the portals of the Kingdom of
pate humanity from the law of sin and death. Christ. Before His time there was no way in whicH
The Race religions of the lunar God, Jehovahsuch an amalgamation could take place, but when
conveyed the will of God to mankind in an indirectChrist, the great Sun Spirit, came, Solomon wds
manner through seers and prophets who were bigborn as Jesus, into whose lower vehicles the
imperfect instruments, as the lunar rays reflect th€hrist Spirit entered at the Baptism; and Hiram
light of the SunThe mission of these religions was Abiff was reborn as Lazarug/hen Lazarus was
to prepare mankind for the universal religion of theajsed up by the strong grip of the Lion of Judah’
Sun Spirit, Christ, who manifested among us withpaw, Hiram and Solomon, the former antagonists,
out an intermediary as the light which comes direcdank their diferences as prompted by the Chris}

from the Sun, and “we beheld His glory as thespirit, and both are working now for the establish
Alone Begotten of the Fathewhen He taught us ment of the Kingdom of Christ. 0

the gospel of love. —Max Heindel
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

The Solar Myth

N THE RELIGION OF JUDAISM we Jordan and Ganges are also connected etyrnolopi

hear of a God making certain promises to &ally with the river Eridanus,* which is one of the
man by the name ofAbraham. He constellations. It means “source of descent,” and f

promised that he would malkkbraham$  agriculturalist such as were these ancient people,

seed as numerous as the sands upon tkigese rivers were the sources of Wiaters of Life.
seashore; and we are told how he dealt with Josephus tells us that the Jews carried the twel
Abrahams$ grandson Jacob, who was the husbansigns of the zodiac on their banners, and camp

of four wives, by whom he had twelve sons andround the tabernacle which held the seven-

DI

ve
bd

one daughteiThese are looked upon as the forefabranched candlestick representing the Sun and the

thers of the Jewish nation. heavenly bodies which move inside the circl¢

This is an astronomical allegory dealing with theformed by the twelve signs of the zodiac.
migration of theheavenly bodies, as will be  The Jews located their temples so that the fo
evident from a care corners pointed north
ful perusal of the . . east, southeast, north
49th chapter of Gen The lives of all the saviors of west, and southwest
esis and the 33rd mankind are founded upon the and the sides directly
chapter of Deuter passage of the Sun around the north, e.ast, §outh,
onomy where the g . and west; and like all
blessings of Jacoh circle of the zodiac, solar temples, the
upon his sons show which pictures the trials and main entrance was in
how they are iderti - - o, the east, so that the
fied with the twelve t”umphs of the initiate. rising Sun might
signs of the zodiac: illumine its portal
Simeon and Levi sharing the sign Gemini, theand herald each day the victory of light over th
twins, and the feminine sigrirgo being allotted to powers of darkness.

Jacobs only daughterDinah; Gad represents the Thus was brought to nascent humanity the-me
sign Aries; IssacharTaurus; Benjamin, Cancer; sage that the contest of light and darkness on t
Judah, LeoAsher Libra; Dan, Scorpio; Joseph, material plane is but the counterpart of a simil
Sagittarius; Napthali, Capricorn; Reubencontest in the moral and mental worlds where t
Aquarius; and Zebulun, Pisc8he four wives are human soul is groping its way toward the light
the four phases of the Moon and Jacob is the Suithe battle of light and darkness in the materig

This is similar to the teaching we find among thavorld, like all other phenomena, is a suggestion ¢
Greeks, where Gaia, the Earth, is the wife ofhe realities in the invisible realm3herefore,
Apollo, the Sun; and among the Egyptians, wherthese truths were given to man as myths by divin
heat and moisture, the Sun and the Moon, weleaders who led him until his growing intellect

personified in Osiris and Isidhe sacred rivers gave birth to arrogance which caused his berefac
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tors to withdraw and let him learn by the hard
knocks of experienc&@hen he fogot them and has
come to regard the ancient stories of gods alges ;
demigods as imaginary S
Yet, even the early Christian Church Wa:
imbued with this knowledge of the significance 0' y
the solar myth, for the Cathedral of St. Peter ¢ *&%
Rome is built facing the east, like all other solalw e
temples, telling humanity of the “Great Light of
theWorld,” who is to come and dispel the spifitu =
al darkness which as yet envelops us—the Lig

Bringer who shall bring peace on Earth and goo

swords into ploughshares and their spears in_

pruning hooks. 4‘: S
The Jews greeted the Sun with the mornin¢=5_2 &
sacrifice, and took leave of it at sunset in the simila& 3™ -
manner by an evening oblation,fexing up on S
their sabbath an additional sacrifice to the lune i,
race-god, Jehovah. Him they also worshiped
sacrifice at the new Moon. One great feast we

Easterwhen they celebrated the Passothe time it

pantasay sIybiy (Ivobeolyd Jo sxmnsul Uyeyise6T © ydeiboroyd

when the Sun “passes over” its easter(n) no"\\q — XA e <
eaving the southern hemisphere where it winte S84 ,.J_e)é/ ?d(,H N7 ~all
L - . : WS P e ~2x0 W €

and commencing its northern journey in its chariQArecht burer, German, 1471-1528, Samson Kiling the Lion, woodet, ¢.1496, 38.2 x 27.6
Of f|re halled W|th Joy by men as the|r SaViOI‘ fromcm (sheet), Restricted gift of Katherine Kuh, 1964.73

hunger and cold which would inevitably result if it By subduing the lion, king of beasts and symbol of the sun
stayed in south declination always. forces, Samson demonstrates his identity with the solar

. . power, whose home is Leo, the Lion.
The last of the Jewish feasts and the most impor

tant is the Feast ofabernacles, when the Sun“remember thy coming out of Egypt” (Ex. 13:3).
crosses its western node in autumn, having yieldethis feast is a rejoicing over the emence of the
to man the “bread of life” wherewith to sustain hisSun from the southern signBhe same indication
material being until the next return of the Sun tas in the recorded fact that Jacob was with Joseph
the northern heavens. in Egypt when he died\t the winter solstice when
For the above reasons the six southern sigribe Sun of the past year has completed its journgy
(Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricordquarius, and reached its lowest degree of south declination,
and Pisces) which the Sun occupies in winter arié is in the zodiacal sign Sagittarius. By reference
always called “Egypt,” the “Land of the to Genesis 49:24, where the dying Jacob speaks|of
Philistines,” etc., a name for something that is bathe “bow” of Joseph, it is easy to identify him with
for “God’s people”; whereas the northern signghe sign Sagittarius, which represents a centaur [in
(Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancekeo, andVirgo), the act of drawing his bgwand thus the story of
through which the Sun passes during the fruitfulacob dying in Egypt with Jospeh is re-enacted
season, are “heaven,” “the promised land,” whicleach year when the Sun dies in the sign Sagittarips
“flows with milk and honey at the winter solstice.
We see this in such passages as the one wherdhe story of Samson is another phase of the
the celebration of the Passover is enjoined, teolar mythAs long as Samsashair was allowed
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in June the Sur’rays growand it gains in strength \\
with every dayThis frightens the “powers of dark \% \ G .
ness,” the winter months, the Philistines, for if this™ ' :
Light Bringer continues to reign, their kingdom-=
will come to an end, and they counsel togethes
against Samson to discover wherein his strenga
lies. They secure the cooperation of the womar_- =
Delilah, which is the signVirgo, and when =
Samson, the Sun, passes through that sign =
September he is said to have laid his head on t=
womans lap and to have confided his secret to he-
She shears him of his locks, for at that time th =
rays of the Sun begin to grow shorter and lose the= &
strength.Then the Philistines or winter months™ ==
come and carry the debilitated giant into thei=
prison, the southern signs where the Sun is in wil__
ter. They put out his eyes or deprive him of his S : —
. . . . . Albrecht Durer, German, 1471-1528, Virgin on the Crescent Moontitle page to The Life of
“ght and at laSt b”ng hlm to thelr temp|e1 the"Mary(monogram's), 1511, 20.3 x 19.6 cm, Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe
§trongho|d, ?‘t the Wim_er sOIS_t_iC-Ehere ,they Sub Image represents a Christian version of the Cosmic Virgin
ject him to infamous indignities, believing they on her lunar throne nursing her Sun-Child, the World Savior.
have vanquished the light completdtyt with his
last remaining strength the fettered solar gianBun, encounters on its pilgrimage through th
shatters their templeAlthough he dies in the year
effort, he overcomes his enemies and thus leavesThe saviors were all born of an immaculate vir
the way clear for another sun-child to be born tgin, at the time when darkness is greatest amohg
save humanity from the cold and famine whichmankind, as the Sun of the coming year is born, or
would result if he had remained bound in the toil®egins its journey on the longest night of yea
of the powers of darkness, the Philistines, the winwhen the zodiacal sigviirgo, theVirgin, stands on
ter months. the eastern horizon between 10:00 and 12:PD P
The lives of all the saviors of mankind are alsan all latitudes. She remains as immaculate as ever
founded upon the passage of the Sun around théer she has given birth to her sun-child; hence we
circle of the zodiac, which pictures the trials andsee the Egyptian goddess Isis sitting on the-cregs
triumphs of the initiate, and the fact has given riseent Moon nursing her divine babe Hor@starte,
to the erroneous conclusion that these saviothe immaculate lady of Babylon, with her babe
never existed, that the stories are merely sufammuz, and a crown of seven stars over her head;
myths. This is wrong All divine teachers sent to the lady Devaki in India with her infant Krishna;
man are cosmic characters, and the ordering ahd our ownVirgin Mary, giving birth to the
their lives is in accord with the marching orbs,Savior of theWesternWorld under the Star of
which contain, as it were, an anticipated biegraBethlehemEverywhere the same story: the immac
phy of their lives. Each came with divine spiritualulate motherthe divine babe, and the Sun, Moon
light and knowledge to help man to find God, andr Stars. O
therefore the events in their lives were in accorégriganus: a long winding constellation extending south-
with the events which the physical lightbeatbe  ward from Taurus and containing the bright star Achernar.
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDIES

The Tenth Commandment

HOU SHALT NOT COVET thy to create, the power to attain, and the power te con
neighbots house; thou shalt not covettrol—are neatly packaged in the thresg
thy neighbots wife, nor his man-ser CommandmentsThou shalt not stealfhou shalt
vant, nor his maid-servant, nor fig, not bear false witnes$hou shalt not covet.
nor his ass, nor anything that is thy The Tenth Commandment has an additionj:
neighbots.” virtue. It serves as a link, as do the Second and
This Commandment is the last given to Moses iseventh Commandment$he Second is a link
the wilderness on Mount Sinai. Metaphysicallybetween head and heart; the Seventh is the balafce
this desert signifies a place of confused and undisvheel between body and sotihe Tenth is the link
ciplined thoughts between the spiritu

on one hand, and ¢ . : . al and the divine
olace of earnest At the point of Mars’  exaltation man. (A spiritual

searching after in Capricorn, life pushes a person is one who,
Todey 100, we fng  SWOrd into our hands. Itis the & ° BESevie,
ourselves amidst sword that conquers the power of God.)
Sy tempter. Itis the sword of oy Ovet means (0
thoughts and feel fearlessness, and desire for seﬁ‘ish
ings, but our inner this is the only weapon ends. The Tenth

promptings have

called us 1o Mount _P€rmissible to a Christian. commandment

does not refer to the

Sinai where our _ deeds and misdeeds
higher minds carrommune with GodAnd God  of the physical and vital bodies; it refers to the
does commune with us. desire body Transgressions of the other

The Tenth Commandment is proof. But it doescommandments are quickly apparent; there fo
take the intermediary Moses, or the higher mind, tiws punishment, contrition, remorse. Not so if
break through the trite and trivial exterior thatcoyeting.
protects the seed of potent beauty within the “Thoy shalt not covet thy neighbsrwife.” The
Commandment. love within us is our very life essence. Of this love

The first seven Commandments disclose thge may give freelyBut we may not covet the love
benevolent rules needed to bring about order in th§ another for our own self-satisfactione may
kingdom of God.The next three speak of the-tri ot covet another persanlove. In love, only one
partite power of God, and the two Commandmentgy pertains: freely givelhus, the admonition not
of the NewTestament reveal to us the glory oftg covet thy neighbeés wife is our preparation for
God. The threefold lessons on power—the powethe supreme lesson in love that will follow in the
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In the womb, during prenatal life, we belong B
exclusively to ourselves; we are alone and entirel p f
dependent. But at birth, the moving of the tentf o i
month, we become part of adar world.We are ' - 4 T
no longer alone; we are a part of the galaxy o
human beings and, as we grome must assume &
the responsibility to fit in, to bring maximum
power to the wholeA chain is no stronger than its §
weakest link.The chain of the human universe fi%
expects us to make ourselves strong links
Strength, therefore, is the keyword of this
Commandment.

From the First through the Ninth Cem
mandments, from the corresponding zodiacal sign.
Aries through Sagittarius, from the head to theg
thigh, the esoteric understanding sublimatemor
after ogan. These ogans are indispensable to
physical life—but not so knees, calves, ankles, an
feet. Physicallywe can live without these, but they
are parts |nd|Spensab|e to the dIVInIty in man, ir Creatd by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the PrecioBIood
their esoteric meaning/Vhereas the nine major “Thou hast always need of spiritual arms.”—Thomas a Kempis
organs of the body work automaticalthe knees,
ankles, and feet work only by our consciouse reckoned withAt the point of Marsexaltation,
volition. The knees do not bend unless we so willlife pushes a sword into our hands. It is the swor
TheTenth Commandment strengthens the will andhat conquers the temptét is the sword of fear
the knees by control of desire lessness, and this is the only weapon permissible

The Virgin Spirit awakens in the dawn of thea Christian.The exaltation of Mars is controlled
Tenth Commandment. It awakens to its gloriousction and controlled desir&he virtue of con
immortality, the Ego is released, the potential seetfolled action and desire is fearlessne$is
becomes potent, the Ego becomes conscious of gword of fearlessness is never used to strike, it
great heritage and responsibility in the scheme afever raised, it never wounds. Nevertheless, it
evolution through the magic of self-control. the symbol of powerFearlessness in